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1983 JUNIOR COUNCIL LECTURE SERIES EXAMINES REALISM IN JAPANESE PRINTS 

Some of the best examples of realism in Japanese art can be found in the 
colorful woodblock prints recording what the Japanese called the !, floating world” — 
the world of everyday life, particularly the pleasures and entertainments enjoyed 
by citizens of Edo (modern Tokyo) during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

On April 26, 27, and 28, a series of three slide lectures on realism in 
Japanese prints, sponsored by the Junior Council of The Cleveland Museum of Art, 
will be presented in the Museum 7 s Gartner Auditorium. The series, entitled 
"Reflections of Reality in Japanese Prints, 71 complements Japanese Prints: Realities 
of the "Floating World , 77 an exhibition on view at the Museum through May 8, as well 
as the exhibition Reflections of Reality in Japanese Art , on view through May 1. 

The lectures will be given by Sherman E. Lee, director and chief curator of 
Oriental art at The Cleveland Museum of Art, and art historian Roger Keyes, xvho 
has written and lectured extensively on Japanese prints. 

Dr. Lee will open the series on Tuesday, April 26, at 6:00 pm, lecturing on 
"The View from the Japanese Landscape Print." He will discuss Japanese landscape 
traditions, and the innovations made by Japanese printmakers in depicting landscape, 
especially their adoption of Western techniques, such as the use of perspective 
to show depth. He will also show how Japanese prints have affected the way in 
which people view Japanese landscape. 


(more) 
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The second lecture, "The Emergence of Realism in 18th-century Japanese 
Prints," will be given by Dr. Keyes on Wednesday, April 27, at 4:30 pm. He will 
trace the growing interest of Japanese printmakers in the realistic portrayal of 
common folk and their activities, beginning with the courtesans, Kabuki actors, 
and entertainers of 18th-century Edo. 

Dr. Keyes will also give the final lecture, on Thursday, April 28, at 6:00 pm, 
this time examining "Realism and Fantasy in 19th-Century Japanese Prints." He will 
discuss the realistic treatment of subjects popular in 19th-century prints — the 
ghosts and gods of popular tales and dramatic scenes from Japanese history and 
legend which vividly depict human emotions and fantasies. 

Roger Keyes, who lives in Woodacre, California, has studied at the International 
Christian University in Tokyo and at Harvard University. He received his bachelor's 
degree from the University of California at Berkeley and his doctorate from Union 
Graduate School, Cincinnati. Dr. Keyes, who has been a visiting professor at the 
University of California, Harvard, and Oberlin College, lectures frequently on 
Japanese prints at universities and museums and regularly contributes articles on 
Japanese prints to scholarly journals. He has catalogued the Japanese print collec- 
tions at Oberlin College, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, and the Chester Beatty Library in 
Dublin. His work on the Cleveland Museum of Art's collections is currently in progress. 

Sherman Lee, internationally-recognized authority on Oriental art, retires on 
July 1, 1983, after twenty-five years as director and chief curator of Oriental art 
at The Cleveland Museum of Art . Under his directorship The Cleveland Museum of Art 
has built one of the most outstanding collections of Oriental — and particularly 
Japanese — art in the Western world. Dr. Lee is the author of numerous books on 
Oriental art, notably A History of Far Eastern Art , now in its fourth edition. 
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and several written in connection with exhibitions he has organized, among them 
Japanese Decorative Style (1961) and the current exhibition. Reflections of Reality 
in Japanese Art . In 1976 Dr. Lee was honored by the Japanese government for his 
work in promoting cultural exchange between the United States and Japan. 

Tickets for the 1983 Junior Council Lecture Series can be purchased in advance 
from the Museum’s Membership Department (phone 421-7340) or at the door of 
Gartner Auditorium before each lecture. Series tickets are $12.00 ($5.00 for 
students), and single tickets are $5.00 ($2.00 for students). Checks should be 
made payable to The Junior Council, The Cleveland Museum of Art. Proceeds of 
ticket sales benefit the Museum. 

To accommodate those attending the 6:00 pm lectures on Tuesday, April 26, 
and Thursday, April 28, the special exhibitions Ja panese Prints: Realities of 
t he >T Floating World , 11 and Reflections of Reality in Japanese Art will be reopened 
from 7:00 until 8:00 pm. 

Following the 4:30 pm lecture on Wednesday, April 27, a festive box supper 
will be served in the Museum Restaurant. Seating is limited to 200 and is available 
only by prepaid reservation which must be made by Wednesday, April 20, one week 
before the supper, through the Department of Art History and Education. Please 
call 421-7340, ext. 375, for reservations, at $9.50 per person. A film by 
Japanese director Akira Kurosawa, Throne of Blood , will be shown after dinner at 
7:30 pm in Gartner Auditorium. All Museum galleries, including both special 
exhibitions, will be open until 10:00 pm. 

Chairpersons of the 1983 Junior Council Lecture Series are Mrs. Richard 
Gridley and Mrs. Theodore Meyer. 
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For additional information, please contact the Public Information Office, The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


